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A. Personal Statement

In my scientific carrier I contributed to characterize murine models of vascular tumours, to produce monoclonal antibodies
against the murine vascular endothelium, to generate and phenotypically characterize gene-modified mice. My expertise is
related to innate immunity and regulation of inflammatory responses. My activity has been focused on the functional
characterization of original molecules of the immune system, in particular on the characterization of the biological activity of
the long pentraxin PTX3 in the context of innate immune responses to pathogens of fungal, bacterial or viral origin, and in
the regulation of inflammatory responses in conditions of infections or tissue damage, in particular in wound healing and
cancer. I contributed to characterize the diagnostic potential of PTX3 in human inflammatory diseases and I am now involved
in the translation of PTX3 to the clinic as therapeutic tool in infectious diseases. I is also focused on IL-1R8/TIR8/SIGIRR, a
member of the family of IL-1 Receptors and Toll Like Receptors, acting as a negative regulator of inflammatory and immune
responses triggered by TLR engagement and by IL-1 family members, in particular in the context of inflammatory diseases,
infections, autoimmunity and cancer. The activities of my Laboratory mainly consist in pre-clinical studies, which take
advantage of gene-modified animals generated by my group, and are finalized to the possibility of translating these molecules
to the clinic, as potential diagnostic and/or therapeutic tools. I developed my scientific carrier in the Departments directed by
Prof. Alberto Mantovani, at Istituto di Ricerche Farmacologiche “Mario Negri“, Milan, Italy and then at Istituto Clinico
Humanitas, Rozzano, Milan, Italy.

I worked as collaborator or principal investigator in EU and national projects (H2020 MIROCALS, FP7 MUGEN, FP6
EMBIC, Cariplo, Fondazione per la Ricerca sulla Fibrosi Cistica, Ministero della Salute - Ricerca Finalizzata e Alleanza
contro il Cancro, Telethon) focused on inflammation in different contexts, cancer and infectious diseases.

Scientific activity is documented by 156 scientific publications on international journals, 15 chapters on scientific books; H
index 52 (Scopus); 9670 citations.

B. Positions and Honors

1987-1990 Internal student. Department of Veterinary Pharmacology, Universita degli Studi di Milano, Milan, Italy.
1991-1994 Research assistant, Laboratory of Immunology, Istituto di Ricerche Farmacologiche “Mario Negri“, Milan, Italy.
1994-1995 Visiting fellow, Département de Biologie Moléculaire et Structurale- Unité INSERM 217-Centre d'Etudes
Nucléaires de Grenoble, France.

1996-2004 Research assistant, and 2004-2005 Unit Head (Experimental Immunopathology) in the Laboratory of
Immunology, Istituto di Ricerche Farmacologiche “Mario Negri“, Milan, Italy.

From Sept 2005 Head of the Laboratory of Experimental Immunopathology in the Dept. of Research in Immunology, Istituto
Clinico Humanitas, Rozzano, Milan, Italy.
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